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"There is no upstairs, I believe," replied Caroline; "the
apartments are all on one floor."

"Oh, charming, that is delightful!" remarked the Duchess.

Caroline said nothing, but the next day she wrote to her
mother at length, explaining the interpretation that would be
put on her going to Carlton House. The friend who took
the letter argued with the Duchess for two hours; but no,
she was not going to be done out of the one amusing and
pleasant thing that in her now circumscribed existence had
come her way.

"No," said she; "I see the business quite in another point
of view from what you do; I love my daughter above all
things, and would do anything in the world for her; but I
must go to Carlton House."

When Caroline heard the result of the interview she gave
up in despair; but what was her surprise when the next day
she got a letter from her mother which ran, "Far be it from
me to do anything contrary to your interests; and hearing
that there is a doubt upon the subject I shall not go to Carlton
House." And there the matter ended.
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In 1809 and the following year two unsavoury episodes
onnected with  the royal  family set  all  England  talking,
First, the affairs of the Duke of York attracted attention.
Mary Anne Clarke, a social climber in the twilight of the
demi-monde, had at one time been his mistress.   This royal
duke, who was at once the summit and the justification of
her career, set her up in a house in Gloucester Place, where
she had the satisfaction of seeing herself reflected in pier-
glasses that had cost five hundred guineas, and of being in
a position to give orders, if she so wished, to twenty servants.
Relations between her and the Duke came to an end in 1806,
but in 1809 the Duke, who still held the post of Commander-
in-chief, was accused in the House of Commons of conniving
at her selling commissions in the army.
Mary Anne, extremely attractive in a light blue pelisse,
was examined before the House, where her impertinent wit,
which had already done her such good service in life, was
much appreciated. After a, seven weeks' investigation the
Duke emerged certainly a trifle bespattered, but to all intents
exonerated. During the proceedings in the House he had